Class N Spring Newsletter


Dear Parents/carers,

Happy New Year!
May I take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for 2010. This newsletter should tell you what the Spring term has in store. 
Topics

Throughout the Spring term, our topic will be Tudors¸ focusing on Henry VIII and his 6 wives and Tudor life. Children have already completed mind maps telling me what they already know and what they would like to find out, so we will start immediately. I always love teaching about the Tudors and I find that children generally enjoy it too!
Spellings

Spellings will continue as in the Autumn term. In the 1st week of each half- term, children will be tested on 50 key words and retested in the final week of the half-term. They will learn and practise some words related to their Tudor topic and also some words linked to different spelling patterns. Any spellings that children are currently working on can be found in their red ‘spellings to learn’ book. Please take any available opportunity to help them learn these, as practise really does make perfect! 
Reading
When monitored in the Autumn term there were 5 children who had not been using their reading journal correctly and 4 who needed to use them more. We are aiming to beat this when we do the next check this term. Please help your child with reading their book and discussing it with them. Children who require additional reading practice and monitoring will meet regularly with Mrs Ward, Mrs Hutton or myself. 

Mental Maths
Children will be continuing to learn their times tables, so please help wherever you can. We will also be continuing to use the Brain Training on the Nintendo DSs which we have loaned. 
Homework & diaries

A quick reminder on the new system:
Friday – one piece of homework handed out, which should be completed to a high standard. Please sign homework diaries and add in comments, as you feel necessary. 
Monday – homework handed in. If children have not been able to complete their homework, please put a note in their diary. 
When we monitored the use of homework diaries in the Autumn term, 7 children were rarely using theirs and 7 children were forgetting them occasionally. This means that only half the class were using their diaries properly. I want to beat this as well!
PE 
This half-term, PE will be swimming and dance, both on Tuesdays. Mrs Fisher will accompany the class to Blaydon swimming pool and Ms Parsonage will work with the children to create and perform a dance for the Dance Festival, which will be held on Monday 15th March. Children must remember to bring suitable kits for both lessons. 

Music
As well as having music lessons with Mr Parkin, we will be continuing to learn to play the guitar. It is important that children practise at home and that they bring their guitars every Tuesday. 
Water bottles

Not every child brings a water bottle to school and it wastes a lot of time when children ask to use the water fountain. Please send a labelled water bottle into school. 
Finally…

Please find attached more detailed information about our topic and mathematics. 
I look forward to meeting and discussing your child’s progress at the PPP Day on Friday 12th March. You know where I am if you have any concerns. Yours, Miss Barron







