Class W Autumn Term 2009 Newsletter


Dear Parents and carers,

A New School Year!

Hello again!  I hope that you all enjoyed the summer.  It’s certainly been very interesting coming back and hearing about everyone’s holiday exploits!  This newsletter contains information about some of the things happening this term in Class W and explains class routines.  

Topics
This half term’s topic is Space.  It will cover the Earth, Moon and Sun in Science, but also brings together aspects of Geography, History, Music, Art, English and Maths as well.  Please see the topic web for more details.  After half term, we will move on to the topic of Tyneside at war, taking a look at the local area during World War Two.

Reading and homework
We do a lot in school to encourage children to read regularly, whether they choose a book from class, the school library or from home, and appreciate your support in this.  We ask children to bring books to school and take them home daily, along with an up to date reading journal.  In Years 5 and 6, these can be completed by the children themselves, although it is helpful to see comments from parents and carers.  You can support your child by discussing the book they are reading and talking through their responses to it.
Each week, homework will be given out on Friday.  Tasks will be linked to ongoing learning in class and will usually provide opportunities for children to share and discuss their learning with family at home.  Please sign homework diaries and add in comments, as you feel necessary. Homework should be handed in by Wednesday of the following week.  If children do not understand any aspect of the homework task, they are welcome to discuss this with me at any time before Wednesday morning!  
Swimming and PE

PE this term will be swimming on Tuesdays and Invasion games on Thursdays. Children require a swimming kit and towel and suitable PE kit in school for these lessons. Please note that PE is a required part of the curriculum and also contributes to a healthy lifestyle. Any child who cannot take part in PE must have a signed letter from home stating the reasons why. 

SATs week
Those of you who have children in Year 6 this year will be aware that children in their final year of Primary School take part in national SATs assessments in the Summer term.  Please note that SATs week this year is Monday 10th to Friday 14th May.  It is important that all Year 6 pupils are in school during this week.
 Teaching ‘team’
As well as myself, there will be a number of other people involved in your child’s education this year.  On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, Mr Bell will teach Maths, PE, Art and RE.  Mr Parkin will take the class for Music on Tuesday mornings during the Autumn term.  Mrs Winston will continue to support daily in class, as will Ms Moore, a link teacher from Hookergate, on Thursday mornings.  Together we will be able to provide a range of exciting opportunities and support.
Finally . . .

As your child embarks on a new year at school, I very much look forward to working with you all.  If you have any questions and concerns, please feel free to drop in to school for a chat or make an appointment if you feel the need.   

Thank you for your continuing support

Mr Cradock        Class W teacher 







